'Of course, I denied it absolutely, and then he sent
for Batista. The moment Batista came into the room I
knew that I'd been done to a turn. There was a smug
grin on his face that made me long to knock him down.
He pleaded complete ignorance of the whole affair. He
said that he was very shocked.5

I saw the Major clench his fists until the knuckles
showed white.

There's not much more to it,' he went on at last.
'Apparently old Staretti had altered his will, leaving half
his money to Maria. Batista was out to scotch that. And
he did. He also relieved me of my four thousand. I had
a dreadful scene with the old boy. He accused me of try-
ing to blacken his son's name and of marrying his daughter
for his money. He said that the marriage was off and
that if I didn't get out of Italy within twenty-four hours
he'd have me arrested and risk the scandal. I went,' he
added slowly, 'but I hadn't finished being a damned fool
yet because I let Maria go with me against her father's
wishes. We were married in Bale.'

He stopped. I said nothing. There was nothing to say.
But he hadn't finished yet. He cleared his throat.

'Women are funny creatures,' he said inanely. He
paused. 'I don't think my good lady knew just how little
money I had when she said she wanted to go with me.
She'd been used to something different from cheap hotels.
We tried England for a bit, but my chest wouldn't stand
it. Then we went to Spain. When the trouble started
there we had to clear out. We went to Juan les Pins for a
time, but it got too expensive in the season, so we moved
along here. She hates it all. She should never have left
her own people. We're all foreigners to her. She even
hates speaking English. And sometimes I think she hates
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